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and although in these matters one should never believe
above a twentieth part of what the world says, yet
some such small fraction of common fame may be true,
and account naturally enough for the supposed jealousy
and coolness between Pitt and Grenville. Grenville-
has of late put himself very forward in debate, and
received on the commercial treaty high compliments-
and rather greater distinction from our side of the
House than Pitt, which probably might help to elate
the natural pride in his blood, and to encourage any
projects of ambition he might have, while it would
also tend to increase Pitt's jealousy. I have been led
to this sketch of conjectural politics by the appearances
on this question of Hastings, on which there does ap-
pear to be a little cloud brewing, and which is certainly
too weighty and material a point, and one on which
Pitt is too deeply and solemnly pledged, to admit of a
defeat, or, I think, even of opposition from his col-
leagues, without consequences. This is, however, rather
reasoning on the ancient notions of the constitution and
government than on the late examples, for the defeat
of a minister has certainly not of late been considered
as affecting in any degree the situation of the minister
who is, on Pitt's own precedent, to be considered as-
anerely and simply the nomination of the King, without
regard .to the approbation of Parliament. It is still
imderstood that the root of any strength Hastings may
yet preserve is in Buckingham House; the distinction
between Queen's Place and King*$ Place being, I
think, now very slender.